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That her Majesty had sent the Duke of Anjou " support of money at such time as he was
[at] Cambray."
Excepting only the first, these statements were accurate.
What the Privy Council answered is missing, the Registers for that date having
perished by fire; but at a later stage a " book " was compiled by Burghley, of the
" unkind dealings" of the King of Spaine; demonstrating Spain to have been the
first aggressor, and her Majesty to have exercised prolonged and considerable
patience.1
From London on the 26th January 1583-4, Mendoza wrote to King Philip
reporting his own replies to the charges on the i8th. He admits that he was
politely received by the Council; and relates his retort that he was surprised the
Queen had summoned them and himself for "so small a matter . . . what they
had told me were simply dreams!' Denying that he had been in communication
with the Queen of Scotland for the purpose alleged, he declared it ridiculous that
" any sane man " could suppose he would discuss important matters with one
so young and inexperienced as Francis Throckmorton. When the Councillors
suggested he should be thankful to Queen Elizabeth for not punishing him for
his share in the conspiracy, " / said I laughed at the idea of the Queen punishing
me; and should be overjoyed to go away ... 7 said that as she was a lady, there
was nothing strange in her being the least thanfyjul to those who desired to serve
her as I had done, but as I had apparently jailed to please her as a minister of
peace, she would in future force me to try and satisfy her in war. . .m
(This last remark, be it remembered, came from a former officer of the Duke
of Alba.)
Don Bernardino did not allow his dismissal to interfere with the supply of
news from England to Spain. Before he departed he arranged for secret
information to be sent from a quarter most unlikely to be suspected. His own
next appointment was to Paris: unpleasantly near for Queen Elizabeth; but most
suitable in the interest of Spain.
Not many weeks after the Ambassador had been expelled, there was issued
at London "A Tragicall Historic of the troubles . . . of the lowe Countries . , .
from the yeere 1559 mto ^e Vear I5^1 • • * "3 ^e translator, Thomas Stocker,
dedicated it to the Earl of Leicester; and the causes enumerated why Leicester
was selected as a patron for that History are a forecast of the reasons why he was
1 In our S.P. Spain Vol. II, No. 75 is a draft in a secretarial script, revised in two different hands
which appear to be Walsingham's and Burghley's, No date. Apparently 1587. The theme is
"the pnvitie of his (King Philip's) Ministers to all practises of annoying her Majesty both in
England and elsewhere", especially the encouragement given to rebels (in 1569-71) "pretending
the restoration of the Catholic faith in the realm of England, to deliver it to the Queen of Scots.
(In Cal: S.P. Foreign, Vol. XXI. Pt. i, p. 178. this is rendered " to restore the Catholic faith and
deliver it to the Queen of Scots," dropping out the words "in the realm of England" the handing
over of which to Queen Mary is the main point of the accusation.)
2Cal: S.P. Spanish. Vol. III. p. 514.
3 Title, and particulars, E.E. p. in.

